ACT Bilingual Education Alliance Update January 2012
UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

1. LANTERN MAKING AND LANTERN FESTIVAL  
Fun events organised by the Australia China Friendship Society (ACT branch)

a) Lantern Making Workshop: 2-4pm, Saturday 28 January

Come and be creative at Cook Community Hub, 41 Templeton St, Cook. Make a lantern and then join the lantern parade at the Lantern Festival on 4 February (see below). 
For adults and children (young children will need to be accompanied by parents).  Bring a cutting board, scissors, ruler and pencil. Cost $3 per person.

Bookings essential to acfsevent@gmail.com or Jean 62547732 
b) Lantern Festival Saturday 4 February 2012, 6.15 - 9pm

Enjoy the colour and spectacle of the festival in Commonwealth Park near Gallipoli Reach – the area between the Pergola and the Rond Terraces below ANZAC Parade. Entry is FREE. Bring your own rug and picnic in the park. 
Entertainment includes Chinese classical music, children’s dance groups, the Prosperous Mountain Lion Dance Troupe and a kung fu demonstration. The evening concludes with a lantern parade (bring your own or buy a lantern on the night – proceeds going to support Project Hope students in China), followed by free sparklers for children. There are prizes for best hand-made lanterns, and everyone present is encouraged to participate.
For further information ring Carol on 6247 8231 or email acfsevent@gmail.com
This event is sponsored by The Canberra Times, the ACT Government Office of Multicultural Affairs and the Australian Government’s DCSP Multicultural Arts and Festivals Grants.
2. LANGUAGES STALL AT THE MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL 
Come and visit the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance (ACTBEA)’s information stall in Civic during the multicultural festival on Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 February. 
The stall will promote the benefits of learning languages and provide information about language services and programs in the ACT area.

If you would like to publicise any language related programs with which you are involved, you are most welcome to do so, either through printed information or coming along to talk to the many people who visit the stall over the course of the festival. Other offers to help the volunteers staffing the stall also welcome. 

Please contact canberrabilingual@gmail.com for more details

3. VISIT THE CHILDREN’S SANCTUARY AT THE MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL  ­  10am to 5pm Saturday 11 February
Be sure to sample the exciting activities at the Children’s Sanctuary, designed for children under 12s and their parents (who must supervise their children at all times). 

ACTBEA has been invited to organise story telling in various languages!! Children can also enjoy face painting, art and craft activities and children’s performances, while there will be free massages for parents.    
If you would like to tell a story or two in English and/or another language OR have story books in various languages that families could look at, please contact Mandy or Marina at canberrabilingual@gmail.com
4. GERMAN ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN IN 2012
a) Playschool

The German Australian Playschool will be operating for 4 DAYS A WEEK from July 2012!! Enrolments are now open. For details see www.spielwelt.org.au/home/page.php?pid=53
b) Pfadfinder (German-speaking scout group for girls and boys 6 years and up)
This group is set for another fantastic year, and will launch its exciting 2012 program on Monday 6 February at 6pm in the Turner Scout Hall. For more details, visit    www.spielwelt.org.au/home/page.php?pid=55  

c) German children's Karnival: Saturday 24 March in Haig Park, Turner, 11am to 2pm. 

This event, organized by Spielwelt German Parents Association, celebrates Harmony Day and a traditional German Karnival for kids and is open to all. Come and enjoy games, music, dancing, and German Karnival food for sale, and cheer on the parade with the Karnival prince and princess.  More info at www.spielwelt.org.au/page/?pid=91&nid=63 
5. MEET A LANGUAGE GRAND (grandmas and granddads) 
1.30-4pm, Sunday 25 March, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, Civic.

Come along and meet someone new who speaks the same language/s as you or comes from a different language and cultural background. Seniors, like grandmas and granddads, have a wealth of stories and skills to share. 
The event is FREE and will include a delicious afternoon tea with drinks and nibbles. 

Your little ones might also like to perform to show the seniors what they can do!  If you have any ideas for performances or would like to be involved in planning for this activity, please contact us at canberrabilingual@gmail.com or call Mandy on 0408 089 235.
OTHER LANGUAGE RELATED NEWS 
6. REDUCED SUPPORT FOR LANGUAGES TEACHERS IN ACT SCHOOLS 

We have heard that there have been ongoing reductions in funding for the language specific networks that support the professional development of language teachers at school level in the ACT. 
These networks are very important as they allow languages teachers, who are typically the only teacher in their school teaching that language, to meet together with teachers of the same language from other schools to help improve the planning and delivery of their programs.
7. REVIEW OF ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) SUPPORT IN ACT SCHOOLS  

There was heated debate in the ACT Legislative Assembly (see Hansard of 7 December 2011) about how best to meet the increased need for ESL specialist assistance in ACT government schools. One result of the debate was the decision to:  

a) Undertake a review of ESL services including the Language Performance Rating cut off for full and partial support funding, with a view to raising the required level of English proficiency and the professional development and Directorate support services available to teachers;

b) in conducting the review, consult with all relevant community stakeholders as well as ESL classroom teachers and their representatives; and

c) report back to the Assembly by April 2012
If you are professionally or personally involved or interested in this area and want your voice to be heard, look out for official announcements or contact the Director General of the ACT Directorate of Education, Jim Watterston, for more information. He can be reached via 6207 5111 or at GPO Box 158, Canberra ACT 2601.  
8. INTERACTIVE MULTILINGUAL ARTWORK FOR CIVIC SQUARE 
On 7 December, Canberra Multicultural Community Forum (CMCF) met with representatives of organisations around Civic Square to discuss the design and installation of an interactive artwork in the square. The aim is to celebrate the central role of languages spoken and used in the ACT in the past as well as the vibrant multilingual present. The artwork will also symbolize the ongoing and future importance of language skills for a city that interacts with the world through its residents as well as tourists, international delegations and diplomatic missions.

Following a suggestion made at the meeting, CMCF has contacted the National Capital Authority, TAMS, Land and Property Services, and ACT Heritage Council to help guide the development of a brief for artists interested in designing the artwork. CMCF plans to call for one page proposals in the first instance, and then select two or three proposals and invite the artists to submit detailed designs.

See http://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/ or contact mandy.scott@anu.edu.au for more details.  
9. CUTS TO LANGUAGE PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

a) Certificate and Diploma programs  

Disgruntled CIT students wrote to the Canberra Times in early December 2011 about the cancelation of Certificate III and IV language courses in Mandarin Chinese, Japanese, French and Spanish from 2012.  We have since learned that all levels of the Certificate will cease to be offered from 2013. This removes one of the few ways Canberrans working full-time from 9 to 5 can study another language to a reasonable level of fluency in an accredited program. 
Also discontinued from 2012 is the part-time Graduate Diploma in Languages at the University of Canberra, which was available in Spanish, Mandarin and Japanese. 
b) Japanese language at the University of Canberra (UC)

On 21 December 2011, lecturers in Japanese at UC were shocked to be informed that the university’s Japanese language program was to be abolished. Following representations from a number of organizations, closure has been postponed until the start of Semester 2 or the end of 2012. This leaves students already enrolled in the program and staff in limbo and discourages new enrolments. Abolition of the program also severely restricts options for the study of languages on the UC campus and could have trickle down effects on Japanese study in schools in the ACT region.

UC students of Japanese have started an online petition, which you are welcome to sign at  
www.gopetition.com/petitions/save-the-university-of-canberra-s-japanese-language-pro.html
If you wish to write directly to the UC Vice Chancellor about the proposed cuts, you can email him at Stephen.parker@canberra.edu.au 

FEEDBACK ON THESE ACTBEA UPDATES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES ARE WELCOME
Copies of previous Updates can be downloaded from the ACTBEA website at http://actbilingual.weebly.com
[image: image1.png]



2

