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1. REPRIEVE FOR JAPANESE PROGRAM AT UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA
Some good news from Yuko Kinoshita and Nicki Bramley, who teach in the Japanese Program at UC: Professor Anderson, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Design, has decided that the Japanese Program can continue, on two conditions: 
1) It receives financial support from the Japan Foundation for the next three years, and
2) Student numbers increase enough for the program to be “financially viable” while receiving the funding.
In the words of Yuko and Nicki;

 “During our struggle to keep our program open, it has become very clear to us that the educational benefits of our program, and community support for Japanese language learning, do not carry much weight in the Faculty’s decision making: ‘financial viability’ is the major goal. This is extremely disconcerting. However, the great support that we have received from you and many others has shown that many people are ahead of the university or government in recognising the importance and benefit of language education. We educate young people in order to create a better society for all – so your support gave us the strength to carry on and also some optimism for the future.
Thank you so much for your support. We may still need your help to get us in a stronger position, but for now, we would like to celebrate. Together we overturned the closure decision, and that's a big achievement”.

2. MISSED LITERACY OPPORTUNITY FOR MIGRANT & REFUGEE STUDENTS (EALD REVIEW)
That is what the ACT Council of Parents and Citizen’s Associations is calling the Review of English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) undertaken by the ACT Education and Training Directorate (ETD) and tabled in the ACT Legislative Assembly in May 2012.  

Council see the review as “a snap shot into services provided to non-English speaking students in ACT public schools. However, it failed to pick up on several of the key concerns expressed by Council and other stakeholders”. Council’s concerns include: 

· Failure to address the loss of several key positions and services that previously supported teachers, including the EALD executive officer position within ETD

· Lack of transparency in the funding model for EALD students and lack of accountability to ensure that the funding is going to meet their needs. 

· The inclusion of EALD under the broader Literacy & Numeracy Strategic Plan 

· Inadequate model for dealing with translation services for parents.  

· Insufficient funding for migrant and refugee students, and the need to focus on their cultural backgrounds as well as on their literacy and numeracy

· Reductions in the length of time a student can attend an Introductory English Centre and increases in student teacher ratios (though still lower than most mainstream classrooms).

See www.actparents.org.au/2012/05/missed-literacy-opportunity-for-migrant-refugee-students-eald-review/ for the Council’s full comments 

A copy of the ETD review can be downloaded from:

 www.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/eald_review_report_2_april.docx
3. TWO EVENTS ON SUNDAY 17 JUNE, 2012  
a) Languages Potluck Lunch

Sunday 17 June, 11am to 2pm, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, Civic Square, Canberra City (near Civic Library and the Canberra Theatre). 

Learners of other languages of all ages and people interested in promoting bilingualism are invited to come and meet families raising young children in more than one language and seniors from a range of language and cultural backgrounds.

Bring along your favourite foods and share your cooking skills and recipes.  There will also be children's games from around the world and free fun activities for all.  

For more details: http://actbilingual.weebly.com, email canberrabilingual@gmail.com or call Mandy on 6125 9673 (messages) or 0408 089 235. 

This is the second ‘Meet a Language Grand’ event organised by the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance for 2012, and is again supported by the ACT Government Multicultural Grants Program 2011-12.

b) Traditional German Lantern Walk in Canberra
Sunday 17 June, 2012  5- 6.30pm Glebe Park in Civic
Sausages, Saint Martin's Brötchen, traditional Gluehwein and Kindergluehwein available for a gold coin donation each (BYO mug). Song sheets provided. Dress warmly!  Prams, friends, grandparents, all welcome! 
For more details: www.spielwelt.org.au, email: spielwelt@homemail.com.au or ring Lisa 6251 7743
4. FAREWELL AND THANKS TO TRISH WILKS, Director Learning and Teaching, ACT Education and Training Directorate (ETD) 
Since 2008, Trish has been chairing a meeting four times a year with members of community organizations involved in the promotion and teaching of languages. This has greatly facilitated interaction and communication between the mainstream school sector and those involved in early childhood language education and community language schools. 
At our most recent community consultation meeting for example, we shared news about:
· Professional development (PD) sessions coordinated by the ACT Community Language Schools Association for teachers in their schools, and recent Ministerial-level discussions about funding and administration 

· PD in mainstream schools, including a well-attended session on CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning), which the presenter noted has led to increased retention of language students in his school in Melbourne 

· The upskilling of teachers of Japanese, Indonesian and Korean, the numbers of Language Assistants in Indonesian and Japanese in mainstream schools, and new language teachers in the pipeline through UC programs and Teach Australia 
· The ACT Bilingual Education Alliance’s involvement in the National Year of Reading (NYR) and opportunities to promote other languages during the NYR 

· The visit of Kevin Rudd which the Canberra-based Association for Learning Mandarin in Australia (ALMA) has organised to its bilingual early childhood centre in Mawson and to the adjacent Mawson Primary School; ALMA’s plans to make contact with all teachers of Chinese in the ACT 
We wish all the best to Trish Wilks on her retirement and thank her, together with Kristina Collins, Executive Officer Languages & Asia Literacy, Curriculum Support and Professional Learning at ETD for facilitating our community consultation meetings.  We look forward to continuing these fruitful dialogues with the new Director.  
5. RECLAIMING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES
If you missed the talk about language revitalization that Professor Leanne Hinton from UC Berkeley gave at the ANU in March, it can be seen at http://www.anu.edu.au/vision/videos/5291/
6. BILINGUAL CONFERENCE: Thursday 14 June 2012, 8.30am-4.00pm, University of Sydney

Growing Up Bilingual in Australia: An Investment: a day-long conference for parents, early childhood educators, service providers and others interested in bilingualism.  Excellent keynote speakers and presenters, variety of workshops, panel discussions, information and resources.   
For further information: www.eccfcsc.org/index.php/latest-news or email 
conference@eccfcsc.org
7. A CHANCE TO PROMOTE LANGUAGES THROUGH THE NATIONAL YEAR OF READING (NYR)
Did you know that 2012 is the National Year of Reading?  Organisations around the country have been invited to get involved by promoting reading, organising events, sharing what they are doing on the NYR website (www.love2read.org.au), and sending stories for the monthly newsletter. Why not get involved? 

How about taking a leaf out of the book of the Spielwelt German Parents Association, which has listed its October Story Night in German in Canberra as an event on the NYR website? This helps show that reading and storytelling need not just be in English. 

Need help with ideas or plans to organize storytelling or reading events in other languages in the Canberra region? Contact your local ACT Library or email the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance, which is a partner on the NYR and represented on the local NYR steering committee, on canberrabilingual@gmail.com. 
8. LANGUAGE PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS IN THE CANBERRA REGION
a) Spanish Easy in Reid and Campbell

Small group classes (up to eight students) at various levels, Monday to Thursday evenings beginning between 5.30 to 6.45 pm. Private tuition also available. 

For details: www.spanisheasy.com , (02) 6257 4803 or 0419 705 473 (m), or Email@spanisheasy.com.au
b) Chinese at the Belconnen Arts Centre
Wednesdays, 6–7pm; 10 week Terms (25 July–26 September & 17 October–19 December)
Learn to speak Chinese in a relaxed, fun atmosphere with a qualified language teacher. 
Contact: chad.birks@gmail.com or phone 0405 050 420 after 3:30pm

c) Italian with Dante Alighieri Society of Canberra 

Formal language courses at various levels (Tuesday or Wednesday evenings from 6-8pm) and informal conversation classes (Thursday evenings from 7.00 - 9.00pm). Financial members of the Society are also able to access Italian language courses in Italy at discounted prices!
For details: www.dantealighiericanberra.org.au, (02) 6247 1884 or email dantecanberra@ozemail.com.au  

9. PROGRESS ON THE MULTILINGUAL INTERACTIVE ARTWORK FOR CIVIC SQUARE
Following the call for Expressions of Interest from artists in February, ‘Lingua Franca’ has been chosen by the selection panel for further development. The artistic team which submitted this proposal - Lea Collins, sound artist and designer; Susan Conroy, cultural planner and project officer; Mary Hutchison, writer and public historian; and Heike Qualitz, visual artist - has an impressive range of experience with public art and sound installations. 
The team’s preliminary idea includes a sculptural form inspired by the shape of an old-style gramophone funnel incorporated into the raised green area at the south east corner of the square between the Assembly (politics) and the Canberra Theatre (culture), and audio content involving edited conversations interlaced with environmental sounds and strands of music. 
Funded by Canberra Multicultural Community Forum (CMCF), the artistic team is now preparing more detailed designs, costings and timelines which can be used to begin to seek the necessary planning and approvals and to raise the funds for construction and installation of the artwork.
FEEDBACK ON THESE FORUM UPDATES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES ARE WELCOME.
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