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1. Bilingual education in the news
a) There was a lengthy discussion in the ACT Legislative Assembly on Wednesday 25 August about bilingual education. Issues related to languages education more generally, including English as a second language and community language schools were also raised. 
The motion that was passed was that “This Assembly (1) commends the ACT Government on its commitment to bilingual education in the ACT; and (2)  encourages the ACT Government to investigate the viability of establishing further bilingual schools in the ACT” . 

The full text of the discussion can be seen at pages 3851-3865 of Hansard at www.hansard.act.gov.au/hansard/2010/pdfs/P100825.pdf 
b) This motion and discussion in the Assembly led to a flurry of articles in the Canberra Chronicle on 7, 14 and 28 September (see http://actbilingual.weebly.com/news.html for copies).
2. DVD of ‘Adventures with Languages’

Thanks to generous support from the ANU we have been able to edit and produce the video footage of the ‘Adventures with Languages’ panel discussion held at the ANU in May. 
Please contact mandy.scott@anu,edu.au for more information or if you would like a copy of the DVD (there is a small charge to cover duplication costs).
3. ACT DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING (DET) REPORT 
By Kristina Collins – please contact Kristina.Collins@act.gov.au for more information 
The Curriculum Support Section of DET is responsible for the professional learning of teachers of the eight languages supported by DET. In addition to the Curriculum Executive  Officer for Languages, each of the eight languages supported by DET has a Language Network Leader who is responsible for the organisation of language specific professional learning, sharing sessions and events e.g. Indonesian teachers Sharing Session, French Poetry Competition etc
Funding from the National Asian Languages and Studies in schools Program (NALSSP) has provided additional targeted funding to support student engagement with Asian languages and to support teacher professional learning.

NALSSP Projects for 2010 have included:
· Two levelled courses at the ANU for Japanese teachers wishing to refresh their language skills. 
· A refresher course at ANU for Indonesian teachers 
· A course focusing on contemporary pedagogies for Mandarin Chinese Teachers at ACU
· The placement of 14 Indonesian Language Teachers Assistants in ACT schools
· The development of an Asian Languages Teacher Training Program for 2011
· A Digital Stories Competition for students of the NALSSP Target languages in Years 3-12.
· A Korean Fun Day at the Embassy of Korea on 8 June
· Support for 320 Students from ACT Schools to attend the Asia Pacific Day at ANU on 22nd June 2010
· 150 ACT students are expected to attend the Indonesia Culture Day at ANU on 29th October 2010
· The development of a brochure to enhance students and parent awareness of Asian Languages – distributed to every school in the ACT.
Language-related activities in Semester Two  
· 12 August – 120 Teachers from Mawson, Telopea and Yarralumla Schools attended an evening workshop with Associate Professor Tony Liddicoat from the University of SA focussing on bilingualism
· 13-14th August – 60 teachers attended a two day conference with Assoc Prof Liddicoat focussing on developing intercultural language teaching skills.
· 1 Sept ACT Primary Schools Japanese Fun Day hosted by Farrer Primary School 
· 3 & 4 Sept – French Teachers Conference organised jointly with the Embassy of France, with guest presenter Joelle Gorria from Cavillam France.
· 17 Sept -  NALSSP Indonesian Culture Conference with guest lecturers from the ANU and workshops at the Indonesian Embassy
· 28-29 Sept ACT Indonesian Teachers presented and attended workshops at the ASILE Conference at ADFA
· 12th October Interactive Whiteboard PD for Primary Teachers
· 5 November – The Annual Mandarin Speaking Awards will be held at the Centre for Teaching and Learning in Stirling
· 6 November – the Modern Language Teachers Association (MLTA) Conference at the Centre of Teaching and Learning in Stirling (interested teachers should contact meri.dragicevic@ed.act.edu.au)
· Information Sessions were also held for prospective applicants for the Endeavour Language Teachers Fellowships and for the Becoming Asia Literate Grants.
· A Chinese Language Teachers’ Assistant was placed a Kingsford Smith school for Semester 2 as part of a new partnership with the Taipei Cultural Office
Language Outreach
This year DET has worked more closely with local tertiary institutions and has offered the opportunity to a number of language students to spend a day or two with experienced classroom teachers of languages. These observational days aim to give students the opportunity to see whether they would enjoy language teaching as a career as well as start developing a contact network within the teaching system. This mentoring has been well received by Uni students, with teachers welcoming these students in their classrooms and showing them the benefits of language teaching as a career. 
On 20th October DET will also speak at the ANU’s Language Teaching Career’s Information Session
4. Development of ACT ‘whole-of-government’ language policy  

As many of you are aware, a key performance indicator for the ACT Multicultural Strategy 2010-2013 is to develop and implement a whole-of-government language policy by 2012. We understand that a discussion paper on this has been drafted and will be released for public comment later this year.  
We will keep Languages Forum members posted on the progress of this document and hope to organise a Forum meeting to discuss the scope and content of the ACT policy when the discussion paper is released.   

5. ACT Children’s Week language-related activities

a) Story Night in German.  Monday 25 October 6pm - 7.15pm  
Three stories, three German story tellers, one enchanting evening for children 1-10 yrs.
Bring the kids in their pyjamas, and join Spielwelt (German Parents Association Inc) at the German Australian Playschool / Pfadfinder Scout Hall (Scout Hall in Haig Park, Masson Street in Turner) 
Sausage sizzle from 6pm to 6:30pm; popcorn and stories from 6:30 to 7:15pm
Friends and family welcome.  Suitable for non-German speaking members of the family too, as there are pictures and animation to accompany the text.
Entry is free; gold coin donations for food please
More info from Lisa at spielwelt@homemail.com.au or 6251 7743 

b) ACTBEA ‘Languages Potluck’ 

Bring along your favourite food to share with others and sample the dishes of families from other cultural backgrounds.  Free fun activities organised for children.

When? 11am-2pm Sunday 31 October 2010

Where?  Function Room, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, 2nd Floor, North Building,
180 London Circuit, Canberra City (near Civic Library and the Canberra Theatre Centre)
Note: Plenty of parking nearby – all free on Sundays  

For more details or to book (BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL) please email canberrabilingual@gmail.com or phone Giuliana on 0414 269 335 
Please help us publicise this event by circulating the poster which can be downloaded from http://actbilingual.weebly.com/events.html   

 6. New language programs for young children

a) Learning Filipino together
A Filipino language and culture course for children ages 3 to 10 years old held on Saturday mornings during school terms 11:00am-12:00noon at Palmerston Community Centre (adjacent to shops) Tiptree Crescent, Palmerston

Term 4 now open for enrolment!   Class begin Saturday 16 October 2010

For more information: Email canberra.filipino@gmail.com, phone 0450 263 468 or visit http://canberra-filipino.weebly.com/
b) ‘Mandarin for Fun’ learning group, Kippax Place, Holt  
Open to families from any background, the group aims to teach both children (from 18 months – 5 years) and their carers so that both can go back home and practice. Tuesdays 9:30am to 11:30am.  

For more information contact: mandarinforfun@gmail.com or phone Lucia on 0410 981 788.  

7. ACT Bilingual Education Alliance launches its website 
Visit http://actbilingual.weebly.com/ to see 
· general information about bilingualism and its benefits, 
· useful links for families raising children in more than one language as well as for teachers and other professionals working with multilingual families
· information about language programs for children in the Canberra area

· local events and news related to bilingualism 
8. German Playschool Teacher wanted
Another friendly teacher wanted, to work with our teaching team at our community German-language playschool.  Wednesday to Fridays in Turner, ACT.  19.5 hours, plus 6 hours paid prep time, per week.  Start Feb 2011.  
Early Childhood Education qualification preferred, or Diploma in Children’s Services a minimum.  Must speak excellent German, and love working with children.  
Info about us on www.spielwelt.org.au   Apply or enquire now by emailing spielwelt@homemail.com.au  or ringing 6251 7743.
9. MLTA conference: De-stressing Assessment

A hands-on half day conference where teachers will have the opportunity to explore effective marking rubrics and how to create these for speaking, writing and responding assessment tasks. There will be four different workshops focusing on primary, high school, college and bilingual.

When: 8.30am – 12.30pm Saturday 6 November (breakfast included on arrival)

Where: Signadou Building, Australian Catholic University, corner of Phillip Ave and Antill St, Watson (opposite Dickson College)  

Cost: $30 for members of ACT MLTA and $50 for non-members

Bookings (by 5 November) and more details from Natalie.stewart@ed.act.edu.au

10. Language stall at the National Multicultural Festival (Friday 11 February to Sunday 13 February 2011).

The ACT Bilingual Education Alliance will again work with the ACT Ethnic Schools Association to have a stall at the National Multicultural Festival in February 2011. We are applying for a stall on both the Saturday (Food and Dance Spectacular) and the Sunday (Contact Canberra, Greek Glendi, Chinese New Year and India in the City) in 2011. If successful, this should allow us to get the message about why, where and how to learn languages to a wider audience.

If you can volunteer an hour or so of your time to help staff the information stall on these days, please contact Marina on canberrabilingual@gmail.com  Being on the stall is also an excellent way to publicise your own particular language interest or program.  
We are also keen to display as wide a range as possible of information about language programs and services in the ACT area – including English. We normally get a huge range of enquiries about adult and children’s programs in a variety of languages. Please contact Marina if you have pamphlets or leaflets you would like us to display.   

11. ACT Ethnic Schools Association in dispute with ACT Department over funding  

The Chronicle ran a front page story on this on Tuesday 5 October 2010.  A copy can be downloaded from http://actbilingual.weebly.com/news.html
FEEDBACK ON THESE FORUM UPDATES AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES ARE WELCOME.
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