CANBERRA REGION LANGUAGES FORUM

July 2026 UPDATE

UPCOMING EVENTS

1. Al for Teachers of Community Languages K to Year 12
o Wednesday 29 July 6.30pm-7.30pm (AEST)
e Free and online — see link below

A/Prof Alice Chik, Dr Jodie Torrington and Luke Waked from Macquarie University will discuss
Al Literacy, Effective Al Prompting and Digital Literacy for Language Teachers

https://macquarie.zoom.us/j/82489804838?pwd=tkzJ7cCbl4Sb6EYU2MGabm5HPalVCj.1#s
uccess

2. Teaching English Verbs with EAL/D Learners

A TQI accredited workshop to provide a highly practical, evidence-based approach to teaching
literacy using Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL).

Presented by Libby Baker, a passionate literacy educator and literacy consultant.

e Saturday 8 August 2pm—4pm
¢ Swanson Building, 11-17 Swanson Court, Belconnen. 2617
e Cost: $20 members ATESOL ACT members; $40 non-members

For more details: https://atesolact.org.au/event/teaching-english-verbs-with-eal-d-learners-
a-workshop-with-libby-baker/

3. ACT Modern Language Teachers Association Mini Conference

= Saturday 15 August 8.45am — 1.30pm
= Narrabundah College, Jerrabomberra Ave, Narrabundah
= Cost $20 members ACT MLTA, $95 non-members (includes membership)

Strengthening Languages: Assessment, Practice & Connection

Session 1:

- Languages: Beyond the Test — How Continuous Assessment Changed Everything
- Janet Schneider, Deputy Principal Brisbane State High School

Session 2:

- Lesson Hacks for Language Teachers
- Monique Francis, Japanese Language Educator, Founder & Author JapanEasyReads

Session 3:
- Speak More, Worry less.
- Sally Wang, ACT Chinese Language Educator

For more information: https://actbilinqgual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/2026-mlta-
act-mini-conference-flier-15-aug.pdf
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4. Canberra Multilingual Poetry

e Monday 31 August 2026 7pm—-9pm
e Smith's Alternative, Canberra City
e Cost: $10/$5 at the door or in advance through Smith’s

An evening to enjoy some of the many languages being spoken, learned and taught in
Canberra.

Why not share your own language skills in a 4-minute open mic spot? All levels or proficiency
welcome and it can be your own work or a piece from a famous poet. The only requirement is
that more than one language is involved.

For more information or to sign up for an open mic spot, email mothertonguemic@gmail.com

Poster: https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/auqust poster.jpeg

5. Panel discussion: Growing up with more than one language

Join a panel of young adults for a conversation about multilingualism in everyday life and the
experiences of growing up in a multicultural society. Drawing on personal stories and diverse
perspectives, the discussion will explore the opportunities, challenges and connections that
come with living between languages and cultures.

o Monday 14 September 5.30pm—6.30pm

e Lecture Theatre 2, Hedley Bull Building, ANU Garran Road, Acton
e Free and open to all

o Bookings available soon at immersia.anu.edu.au

For more details see: https://actbilingual.weebly.com/events.html

Presented by the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance in partnership with Immersia, the flagship
festival of the School of Culture, History & Language, ANU College of Asia and the Pacific.

Parking is free on the ANU campus after 5pm.

6. ACT Children’s Week

A diverse range of events and activities are organised at National, State and Local levels
during this annual event to focus attention on children, their rights and achievements.

The theme for 2026 is Children have the right to use their own language, celebrate their culture
and practise their religion’ and Children’s Week events will be held in the ACT between 13
October and 2 November.

a) 2026 ACT Children’s Week Grant

ACT organisations are invited to apply for small seeding grants to support events and activities
held during Children’s Week and based around this year’s theme

¢ Details at https://www.actchildrensweek.org.au/apply-for-a-grant
¢ Closing date for applications: 11 September
b)_2026 ACT Children’s Week Theme Award

An award to recognise individuals, groups or organisations in the ACT that demonstrate
outstanding commitment to ensuring children can “use their own language, celebrate their
culture, and practice their religion” with pride and safety.

e Details at https://www.actchildrensweek.org.au/nominate-for-an-Award
¢ Nominations close Friday 11 September
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OTHER NEWS

7. Reduction in funding and support for ACT community language schools

The ACT government has proposed a radically different program of support for community
language schools (CLS)

e anon-competitive CLS Grant Program (total funding $250,000) and
e a competitive CLS Support Funding Grant Program (total funding $43,000).

This represents a reduction in the current level of funding.

In addition, while the CLS Grant Program seems to streamline processing and payments,
there seems to be little regard to equity and access or recognising and developing the
educational value of the school programs. It is also not clear how the annual competitive grant
proposed in the CLS Support Funding Grant could adequately provide the consistent ongoing
support for CLS — so vital for small schools and newly arrived communities - that has been
provided for many years by the ACT Community Language Schools Association.

For a press release from the Association detailing concerns about the proposed new
program see: https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/press_release.pdf

8. Media coverage of the state of languages education in ACT schools

A flurry of media reports about the state of languages education in ACT government schools
followed the release of the ACT Legislative Assembly’s Standing Committee on Social
Policy’s Report into access into Year 11 and 12 ATAR language courses.

Articles include

e Language Education Plan not fit for purpose htips://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-07-
06/act-lanqguage-education-plan-not-fit-for-purpose-
report/106885526?utm campaign=abc news web&utm content=link&utm medium=
content shared&utm source=abc news web

e Government accused of '‘complacency' as public school language plan falls short:
https://region.com.au/act-government-accused-of-complacency-as-public-school-
language-plan-falls-short/979434/

Further commentary and media coverage listed at: https://www.cal.act.edu.au/news.htm

9. Loss of Year 11 and 12 Indonesian programs in ACT government schools

It seems that there will be no ATAR Indonesian program at college level in the ACT in 2027.
For background and to add your voice to the call for equitable provision of a continuous
learning pathway for Indonesian across the public education system see:

https://bbiact.wordpress.com/2026/07/09/open-letter-immediate-action-for-indonesian-
language-education-in-the-act/

10. Uncertainty about the future of the Italian bilingual program at Yarralumla
Primary School

Yarralumla Primary School is one of only three primary schools in the ACT to offer a bilingual
program, and the only one offering this in Italian. The program has been operating since 2009
and has grown in reputation and popularity since its inception.

Despite a statement by the former ACT Minister for Education in response to a question on
notice that there has been no directive or specific advice to change or cease the bilingual
program, parents are concerned that the proportion of the Australian curriculum delivered
through the medium of Italian is being reduced. See:

e https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/9236211/yarralumla-primary-new-policy-
risks-bilingual-program-future/
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11. Recent reports released by the ACT Education Directorate:

a) Language education in ACT public schools — 2025 snapshot

o This report provides information about language education in ACT public schools, student
participation by language, school and year level, and the state of language learning
pathways between schools in 2025.

e See full copy of the report at:
https://www.act.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0014/3101603/42fada8d12d6ba18a0a54e
e01559b1e5104398f5.pdf

Despite languages being “regarded and valued as one of the eight learning areas under the
Australian Curriculum” (p.5), the data shows that about 40% of ACT primary schools and at
least one high school offer no language program at all.

b) Language Education Action Plan Activity Report (June 2026)

e This report outlines the foundational work that has been undertaken to improve data
visibility, strengthen partnerships, and expand delivery options
o See full copy at https://www.act.gov.au/open/language-education-action-plan.

It appears that this report was written before the release of the report of the Inquiry into Access
to 11-12 ATAR languages courses 2026. It is to be hoped that the findings and
recommendations arising from that detailed inquiry can be taken into account in the ongoing
implementation of the Language Education Action Plan.

The Workforce Planning section of the LEAP report also seems to have overlooked other
possibilities to support language teacher supply in Canberra. While international teachers,
international students, embassies and universities are mentioned, there are no initiatives to
promote language teaching career pathways among overseas-qualified teachers and
graduates in other relevant fields already living in the ACT, particularly those connected with
community language schools. This source of teachers, not only for languages but other areas
of teacher shortage, has been explored with some success in NSW. For more information see:
https://mteach.org.au/ and https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/high-achieving-teachers

12. Reduction in weekend access to ACT public libraries

The ACT Government has announced that Civic, Erindale and Kippax libraries will lose all their
weekend opening hours. This reduces access to libraries for many Canberrans on a Saturday
and also means that no ACT pubilic library will be open on a Sunday.

Public libraries are essential community spaces that support literacy as well as lifelong
learning, social connection, inclusion and wellbeing. For many ACT residents, weekends are
the only practical opportunity to access library services. Reduced weekend access also
impacts popular community programs.

There is currently an online petition calling on the ACT government to increase investment in
ACT libraries. See https://epetitions.parliament.act.gov.au/details/e-pet-065-26

e Closing date: 15 September 2026

FEEDBACK AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES WELCOME

Contact Mandy at languagesact@gmail.com
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