CANBERRA REGION LANGUAGES FORUM
UPDATE

January 2025

LANGUAGES AT THE 2025 MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
Friday 7 February

1. Adult Multilingual Story Time

e Friday 7 February 6pm to 7pm
¢ Rotunda Stage in Glebe Park
o Free and all welcome

Saturday 8 February
2. First Nation Story Time with Johnny Huckle

Led by Wiradjuri musician and performer with an energetic set of songs for children

e Saturday 8 February 10am to 10:30am
¢ Rotunda Stage in Glebe Park

3. Bilingual Story Times

Saturday 8 February 10.30am to 11am

Rotunda Stage in Glebe Park

Languages include Mandarin, Nepalese, French and Spanish
For children and their families

All story times organised by Libraries ACT

For complete Libraries ACT program at the Festival:
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/ libraries-act-national-multicultural-
festival-program-2025-2.pdf

Sunday 9 February
4. Languages showcase

o Sunday 9 February 10am-1pm
e Akuna Street Stage

Draft program:

10am-12noon Performances by Community Language Schools
(approx) ACT Tongan Language and Cultural School
Arabic Academic & Cultural Centre School
Filipino Language School of Canberra
Canberra Hindi School

Standard Chinese School

Canberra Vietnamese School

Hamro Pathshala ANFS Nepalese School
Canberra Tamil School

Urdu Language School
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12 noon — Mother Tongue — Multilingual Poetry

12.50pm: Vesna Flower Cvjeticanin (Serbian/English)
Andrew Geoffrey Kwabena Moss

Jolly Bhattacharjee (Hindi/English)

Roselle Tenefrancia (Filipino/English)

More details at:
https://www.facebook.com/mothertonguemic

Language Showcase coordinated by ACT Community Language Schools Association Inc.

5. Fun with languages

e Sunday 9 February 1pm-3pm
e Civic Library — Lower level
¢ Free interactive activities for all ages

Draft program:

1.00-1.30pm Explore the rustling, hissing and hushing sounds of Polish
1.30-2.00pm Learn how to be a ventriloquist in two languages
2.00-2.30pm Exploring Tamil script and songs

2.30-3.00pm How to write your name in Cyrillic
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/poster_have fun_with languages final.pdf

Come for the whole session or pop in for one or two of the workshops!

Organised by the ACT Bilingual Education Alliance (ACTBEA) as part of Libraries ACT
activities at the National Multicultural Festival, 7-9 February

6. Explore Tongan

e 3.30pm-4.30pm Sunday 9 February
e Glebe Park Workshop Tent

Tu'u kae 'Ai hao Sei. Join in the fun and learn some Tongan language through song and music.

Organised by the ACT Tongan Language & Cultural School

7. Lots of other opportunities during the weekend to hear and enjoy many of
the languages being spoken, learned and taught in our multilingual city
For full festival program and map of stalls and stages see:

e https://www.multiculturalfestival.com.au/festival-program/

e https://www.multiculturalfestival.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-Map-
Final.pdf

FEEDBACK AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES WELCOME
Contact Mandy at languagesact@gmail.com

For more about the Forum and copies of previous Updates visit
https://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/
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