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CANBERRA REGION LANGUAGES FORUM  

                             UPDATE  

                            July 2025                                    

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
1. Building on Students’ Strengths  

A workshop organised by the Association of Teachers of English to Speakers of Other 
Languages ACT (ATESOL) 

• Saturday 9 August 2pm–4pm 

• Sacred Heart Primary School, 29 Murphy Street, Pearce, ACT 2607 

• Cost: $20 ATESOL ACT members; $40 non-members 

• TQI Accredited 

Led by Dr Jacqueline D’warte from the School of Education, Western Sydney University, this 
workshop draws on her recent research in Sydney primary and secondary classrooms where 
teachers and students become co-researchers in exploring students’ language and literacy 
experiences inside and outside of school.  

Jacqui will demonstrate how to design effective teaching and learning activities that 
acknowledge student knowledges and skills, and how this knowledge can be applied to 
assessing, planning and structuring authentic and engaging learning sequences and units of 
work that promote outcomes across the curriculum. 

For more information and to register: https://atesolact.org.au/event/building-on-students-
strengths/ 

To join ATESOL (Association of Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages) ACT: 
visit: https://atesolact.org.au/join-us/join-atesol-act/ 

 

2. Professional Development morning for languages teachers  

Organised by the Modern Languages Teachers Association ACT (MLTA ACT)  

• Saturday 9 August 9am–12.30pm 

• Burgmann Middle School Campus, Forde  

• Cost: Free for MLTA ACT members, $40 non-members   

Draft program: 

- Special General meeting: election of president tbc and constitution updates 

- Comprehensible Input (CI) – Mei Turnip 

- Artificial Intelligence (AI) – Myriam Davies & Gaelle Pajot 

- BSSS Languages Framework redevelopment – Orion Lethbridge 

For more details see: https://www.mltaact.asn.au/events.htm 

For more about MLTA ACT and how to join (NOTE: Associate membership is free for tertiary 
students and community language teachers in the ACT) see: 
https://www.mltaact.asn.au/index.htm 

https://atesolact.org.au/event/building-on-students-strengths/
https://atesolact.org.au/event/building-on-students-strengths/
https://atesolact.org.au/join-us/join-atesol-act/
https://www.mltaact.asn.au/events.htm
https://www.mltaact.asn.au/index.htm
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3. Multilingual Poetry Open Mic 

• Monday 11 August 7pm–9pm 

• Smith’s Alternative Alinga Street Canberra 

• Cost $10/$5   

All welcome to come and enjoy a multilingual night of poetry and spoken word.  Or share your 
own language skills in a 4-minute open mic spot.  Whether you are a seasoned polyglot or just 
a novice, all you need is a willingness to share a poem in another language or a mix of English 
and other language/s. 

Featured poet on the night will be Manoj Regmi 

Originally from Nepal, Manoj has lived in Canberra since 2019 and loves writing poems and 
short stories. He writes in both English and Nepali and has had some of his work published 
online in Nepal. This is his first performance at Smith’s Alternative, and he will share with 
us several of his poems about life, love, longing and nature. 

For more details or to sign up for an open mic spot, or if you are interested in being a feature 
poet at a Mother Tongue Multilingual Poetry event, email mothertonguemic@gmail.com  

For more information about Mother Tongue Multilingual Poetry or to sign up to the mailing list 
visit https://www.facebook.com/mothertonguemic 

 

4. Inaugural 2025 Canberra Writers Festival Schools Day 

• Thursday 23 October 2025 10am-2pm 
3pm–4:30pm optional creative writing workshop 

• National Library of Australia 

• Audience: Years 9-12 students 

• Cost: $20 per student (1 free teacher per 25 students)  

$15 optional writing workshop (places limited) 

Featuring bestselling and award-winning YA authors Jack Heath, Tegan Bennett Daylight, Lili 
Wilkinson, and Lisa Fuller. The day will be filled with storytelling, critical thinking, and 
creative exploration. 

For more details and to book: https://www.canberrawritersfestival.com.au/schools 

 

5. Conference of Australian Institute of Interpreters and Translators (AUSIT)  

• Thursday 20 November to Saturday 22 November 

• Kambri Centre, Australian National University 

• Early bird discounted registration available until 31 July   

The theme for this year’s conference is: Focusing on Engagement: with government, clients, 
language communities and colleagues. 

The AUSIT National Conference brings together translation and interpreting practitioners and 
scholars with industry stakeholders from around Australia and beyond. It provides a dynamic 
forum for exploring key issues in the field, fostering dialogue among professionals, 
researchers and educators. 

To register and for more details: https://ausit.org/38th-ausit-national-conference/ 

To find out more about AUSIT: https://ausit.org/about-us/ 

 

 

mailto:mothertonguemic@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/mothertonguemic
https://www.canberrawritersfestival.com.au/schools
https://ausit.org/38th-ausit-national-conference/
https://ausit.org/about-us/
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6. Multilingual films  

Palace Electric Cinema 

• Nishi Building, New Acton ACT 2601  

• Scandinavian Film Festival 11 July–3 August.  
o Details at https://www.palacecinemas.com.au/festivals 

• Italian Film Festival, 19 September–16 October 
o Keep an eye on the above website for details as they become available 

National Film and Sound Archive (NFSA) 

• McCoy Circuit, Acton ACT 2601 

• Friday 1–Sunday 3 August 

• Five films from Asian Film Archive: 

• Featuring Malay Cantonese, Hokkien, Mandarin and English  

Details at https://tickets.nfsa.gov.au/Passes/Asian-Film-Archive-Reciprocal-3-Film-
Pass?_gl=1*1k5v38o*_gcl_au*MTQ3MDQ1ODY4MC4xNzUyMzc5MzA1*_ga*NTMyODU4NDY0LjE3
NTIzNzkzMDY.*_ga_HGP8KM4FNT*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGww
JGgw*_ga_LBG4DS35XV*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw 

Taiwan in Australia Film Festival  

• Dendy Cinemas, Canberra Centre 

• Saturday 30-Sunday 31 August 

Details at: https://www.taiwanfilmfestival.org.au/copy-of-cbr-calender 

 

OTHER NEWS  

7. Uncertain future for ACT centrally-delivered senior secondary languages 
programs 

Since 2024, CIT Solutions’ Centre for Modern Languages has been offering BSSS-accredited 
senior secondary programs enabling students to learn a language not offered by their schools 
to Year 12 level. These programs drew on a very successful model pioneered in the ACT by 
the not-for-profit Canberra Academy of Languages (CAL).  

However, the wind up of CIT Solutions flagged earlier this year means that the continuation of 
the programs is now in doubt. While the Canberra Institute of Technology (CIT) has undertaken 
to take over delivery of courses for current students completing their senior secondary 
certificate in 2025, there has been no commitment for programs to be continued in 2026 and 
beyond. 

CAL has developed an advocacy flyer ‘Future of Senior Secondary Languages’ that makes 
the case for centrally-delivered BSSS-accredited senior secondary language education 
programs to continue in the ACT. The need for such programs was demonstrated by their 
continual growth during the 7 years they were run by CAL, and their loss would make the ACT 
an outlier among Australian educational jurisdictions.  

The CAL document details  

• key questions to be asked,  

• who they can be directed to, and   

• key points for decision-makers to consider.  

Download the CAL flyer at https://cal.act.edu.au/docs/2025-06-24_How_you_can_advocate_v8.pdf  

For more information see https://cal.act.edu.au/.  

https://www.palacecinemas.com.au/festivals
https://tickets.nfsa.gov.au/Passes/Asian-Film-Archive-Reciprocal-3-Film-Pass?_gl=1*1k5v38o*_gcl_au*MTQ3MDQ1ODY4MC4xNzUyMzc5MzA1*_ga*NTMyODU4NDY0LjE3NTIzNzkzMDY.*_ga_HGP8KM4FNT*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw*_ga_LBG4DS35XV*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://tickets.nfsa.gov.au/Passes/Asian-Film-Archive-Reciprocal-3-Film-Pass?_gl=1*1k5v38o*_gcl_au*MTQ3MDQ1ODY4MC4xNzUyMzc5MzA1*_ga*NTMyODU4NDY0LjE3NTIzNzkzMDY.*_ga_HGP8KM4FNT*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw*_ga_LBG4DS35XV*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://tickets.nfsa.gov.au/Passes/Asian-Film-Archive-Reciprocal-3-Film-Pass?_gl=1*1k5v38o*_gcl_au*MTQ3MDQ1ODY4MC4xNzUyMzc5MzA1*_ga*NTMyODU4NDY0LjE3NTIzNzkzMDY.*_ga_HGP8KM4FNT*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw*_ga_LBG4DS35XV*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://tickets.nfsa.gov.au/Passes/Asian-Film-Archive-Reciprocal-3-Film-Pass?_gl=1*1k5v38o*_gcl_au*MTQ3MDQ1ODY4MC4xNzUyMzc5MzA1*_ga*NTMyODU4NDY0LjE3NTIzNzkzMDY.*_ga_HGP8KM4FNT*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw*_ga_LBG4DS35XV*czE3NTIzNzkzMDYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTIzODA3NDIkajM1JGwwJGgw
https://www.taiwanfilmfestival.org.au/copy-of-cbr-calender
https://cal.act.edu.au/docs/2025-06-24_How_you_can_advocate_v8.pdf
https://cal.act.edu.au/
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8. CIW China Studies Fellowship Program  

Having secured a grant from the National Foundation for Australia-China Relations, the 
Australian Centre on China in the World (CIW) at the ANU has launched this new program 
aimed at enhancing Australia's China expertise. 

The program offers Australian China Studies graduates the opportunity to study for a year in  
a fully immersive program at Xi’an Jiaotong–Liverpool University (XJTLU) in Suzhou. The 
Fellowship consists of three components: 

• Intensive Chinese language studies over two semesters, 

• Four elective courses on China’s economy, society, politics, history and culture (two 
per semester) 

• Summer internship in a Chinese enterprise, or summer research project mentored by 
ANU and XJTLU academics. 

Open to Australian citizens who have demonstrated a commitment to Chinese language 
and/or China studies during their undergraduate degrees and/or who wish to undertake the 
Fellowship in parallel with an Honours degree at their home institution. Preference will be 
given to applicants who completed their undergraduate studies within the previous five years. 

• Applications now open for Fellowships commencing in February 2026 

• Closing date 27 July 2025 

For further information or advice see https://ciw.anu.edu.au/china-studies-fellowship or email 
ciw@anu.edu.au. 

 

9. Semester 2 and Term 3 language programs about to begin! 

Now is a good time to consider enrolling in a program to learn a new language or brush up 
and further expand your multilingual skills 

For links to some of the many opportunities in the Canberra region for adults to learn, 
develop and practice languages in addition to English see 
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/other-language-programs.html 

 

 

FEEDBACK AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES WELCOME 

Contact Mandy at languagesact@gmail.com  

 

For more about the Forum and copies of previous Updates visit 
https://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/ 

 

https://ciw.anu.edu.au/china-studies-fellowship
mailto:ciw@anu.edu.au
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/other-language-programs.html
https://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/

