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CANBERRA REGION LANGUAGES FORUM  

                May 2025 Update                              

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. ACT Community Language Schools National Open Day 

• Sunday 11 May 10.30am -1pm 

• Albert Hall, Yarralumla 

• Free and all welcome  

Multicultural performances showcasing languages, displays of teaching resources and  
handicrafts. Hosted by the ACT Community Language Schools Association 

• Details from 6230 5191 or actclsa@gmail.com  

Downloadable poster at   
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/act_cls_national_open_day_2025.pdf 

2. German Film Festival  

• Palace Electric Cinema Canberra  

• 30 April – 21 May 

• In German with English subtitles 

Includes the latest films from Austria, Germany and Switzerland and ‘Kino for Kids’ - some of 
the most celebrated German films for children and teens. 

For more details about  

• the Festival:  
o https://germanfilmfestival.com.au/ 

• Keno for Kids, plus information for teachers of German and teaching resources 
presented  by the Goethe-Institut Australien:  

o https://www.goethe.de/ins/au/en/ver.cfm?event_id=26503791  

3. Stand Up Comedy with Tania Dutel 

• 20 May 7.30pm-8.30pm 

• Street Theatre, Childers Street, City West  

• Suitable for ages 16+ 

• Discount for Alliance Francaise members  

In this new show - performed entirely in French - comedian Tania Dutel will tackle intimate 
subjects often considered taboo and criticises the failings of an increasingly prudish society... 
all the while involving men in her reflections.  

More information and booking at: https://www.afcanberra.com.au/events-live-french/tania-
dutel-2025/   
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4.  Bilingual Trivia Night  

An annual fundraiser for Das Zentrum with bilingual trivia - in English and German 

• Friday 13 June 

• Harmonie German Club, Narrabundah   

• 7.30pm-9.30pm  

Details soon at: https://www.daszentrum.org.au/ 

5. Association of Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages ACT  

a) What Makes English Hard 

• Thursday 15 May 3.30pm-4.30pm (online) 

Dr Misty Adoniou will discuss English language features to understand how they work in 
English – and then compare these differences to other languages so that teachers 
understand why some of their learners make the errors that they do 

• Organised by ATESOL Northern Territory 

• Free for all ATESOL members; $15 non-members  

• More details and booking: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1388569 

b) Effective Teaching & Listening Lessons   

• Thursday 29 May 5:30 – 7:30pm (online) 

Skye Playsted will demonstrate a proven and effective strategy for developing your EAL/D 
learners’ listening and speaking skills. Building from a model aural or written text, this 
strategy can be used with learners of any age and at any level. 

• $20 ATESOL ACT members; $40 non-members 

• More details and booking https://atesolact.org.au/event/planning-effective-listening-
speaking-lessons-skye-playsted/ 

ATESOL ACT is the professional association for educators concerned with the teaching of 
English as an additional language or dialect (EAL/D) in the ACT across all sectors, including  

• early childhood, schools, adults, tertiary, student support, private tutoring, teacher 
education and research.  

For more information see https://atesolact.org.au/ 

OTHER NEWS AND INFORMATION 

6. 2025 Immersia at ANU looking for volunteers and ideas  

To be held this year from 8–19 September, Immersia is a free, fun and family-friendly event 
on the ANU campus that brings together the diverse community at ANU as well as the 
Canberra ACT region. 

The organisers – the ANU School of Culture, History & Language - welcome the involvement 
of local groups and communities with a connection to the culture, history and/or languages in 
the Asia Pacific region. 

If you have an idea for a performance, activity or workshop you could organise related to the 
languages and cultures of the Asia Pacific region, please contact Gouri at 
gouri.banerji@anu.edu.au 
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7. Russian-Speaking Playgroup ACT 

• Scullin Preschool 

• Saturdays 10am-12noon 

• For children aged 1 to 6 years 

For more information or if you are interested in enrolling for this term (3 May -5 July), email 
elena.dewet@gmail.com or see https://playgroupact.org.au/store/scullin-russian-speaking-
playgroup/ 

 

8. For other language-based playgroups in the ACT  

• see: https://actbilingual.weebly.com/language-playgroups.html 

 

 

 

FEEDBACK AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES WELCOME 

Contact Mandy at languagesact@gmail.com  

 

For more about the Forum and copies of previous Updates visit 
https://canberralanguages.blogspot.com/ 
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