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   CANBERRA REGION LANGUAGES FORUM  

                  April 2026 UPDATE 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

1.  Using AI in Teaching & Assessment with Liz Easton 

A joint ATESOL ACT (Association of Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages in 
the ACT) and ATESOL NT forum. 

• Thursday 14 May 2026, 4pm-6pm  

• Online: link will be sent on registration 

• Cost $20 (members) $40 (non-members) 

In this practical forum for EAL/D and classroom teachers of students at all levels and all ages, 
Liz Easton demonstrates how AI can take on some of the most time-consuming work in EAL/D 
teaching — and what to watch out for.  

For more details and to register: https://atesolact.org.au/event/using-ai-in-teaching-and-
assessment-with-liz-easton/ 

2. ACT Community Language Schools Open Day 

• Saturday 16 May 11am - 1pm 

• Dickson College Hall, Phillip Avenue, Dickson, ACT 2602 

Language and cultural displays on stalls set up by some of Canberra's many community 
language schools plus lively performances of dance, singing, poetry and storytelling.  

The Open day will be followed by a Teachers' Roundtable from 1.30 pm which will include 
discussion of professional development opportunities, including the Foundation Program of 
the Sydney Institute of Community Languages Education (SICLE) and further engagement 
with SICLE.  

For more information email actclsa@gmail.com and see brochure at 
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/actclsa_open_day_2026_brochure.
pdf 

3. Webinar: Languages learning supports Literacy and Numeracy skill 
development 

Offered by the Australian Federation of Modern Language Teachers Associations (AFMLTA)  

• Wednesday 18 May, 7-8pm AEST 

A FREE webinar to gain insights into: 

• NAPLAN data which reveals that, on average, students with a language background 
other than English outperform students from an English-speaking background in 
several literacy domains, and in numeracy 

• the contribution that knowledge of additional languages has on literacy development 

• the importance of provision of high-quality additional language learning for all 
students from an early age 

• how language learning programs should be counted as core literacy-skill 
development time in curriculum design 

For more information and to register: https://events.humanitix.com/afmlta-webinar18may 

 

https://atesolact.org.au/event/using-ai-in-teaching-and-assessment-with-liz-easton/
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https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/actclsa_open_day_2026_brochure.pdf
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/actclsa_open_day_2026_brochure.pdf
https://events.humanitix.com/afmlta-webinar18may
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4. Dr Gianfranco Conti - Using Extensive Processing Instruction 

Organised by the ACT Modern Language Teachers Association (MLTA) 

• Tuesday 26 May 2026 9am-4.30pm  

• Telopea Park School, Barton ACT 2600 

• Cost: members $80 (morning or afternoon session) $ 150 (whole day)  
non-members $130 (morning or afternoon session) $210 (whole day)  

• Includes morning and afternoon tea but not lunch  

Dr Gianfranco Conti will explain the why and how to use EPI through a morning session which 
will initiate beginning EPI teachers and serve as a refresher for many - and an afternoon 
session focussing on structured production, effective grammar teaching, how to build fluency 
and how to use the Language Gym. 

For more details and how to register: https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1566387? 

For more information about ACT MLTA: https://www.mltaact.asn.au/ 

5. Languages, Cultures and Schools book launch 

The book is based on 15 years of research into community/heritage language schools with a 
focus on Australia, particularly NSW. It draws on work with teachers, students and families 
and highlights the value that these schools bring to communities, mainstream education and 
society more broadly. At the launch, the researchers will be in conversation with Prof. Nina 
Rubino. 

• Thursday 28 May 5pm-6pm  

• University of Sydney, New Law School Foyer or Online via Zoon 

• Free but RSVP needed by Friday 22 May  

Email Professor Cruickshank at sicle.curriculum@sydney.edu.au to advise if you will be 
attending online or face to face, and any dietary requirements if the latter 

More about the book at https://www.multilingual-matters.com/page/detail/languages-cultures-
and-schools/?k=9781836683131 

OTHER NEWS 

6. Continuing advocacy to improve Year 12 language pathways for ACT students  

A significant number of people signed a 2025 petition calling for the ACT Education Directorate 
to take over responsibility for a centrally delivered senior secondary language education 
program. As a result, the ACT Legislative Assembly’s Standing Committee on Social Policy 
announced it would undertake an inquiry in order to better understand the reasons behind the 
ACT Government’s decision not to offer a centralised program for Year 11 and 12 ATAR 
language courses, and the sufficiency of other language study pathways for college students.’ 

The committee received 30 submissions, which are all available to read online at  

• https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-
11th-assembly/social-policy/inquiry-into-e-pet-077-25-access-to-11-12-atar-language-
courses-in-2026#tab3031064-2id    

They include statements of support from students and families, both those who were able to 
take advantage of the former arrangements and those affected by the decision not to offer an 
equivalent program, as well as from parent, teacher, community and educational organisations. 
Several go beyond discussion of Year 11 and 12 programs and comment on the state of 
languages education in general in the ACT.  

Public hearings for the inquiry will be held on Tuesday 28 April. They will be web streamed live 
and available later through written transcripts and Video on Demand. For details see: 

• https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/public-
hearings-schedule  

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1566387
https://www.mltaact.asn.au/
https://www.multilingual-matters.com/page/detail/languages-cultures-and-schools/?k=9781836683131
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https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/social-policy/inquiry-into-e-pet-077-25-access-to-11-12-atar-language-courses-in-2026#tab3031064-2id
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/social-policy/inquiry-into-e-pet-077-25-access-to-11-12-atar-language-courses-in-2026#tab3031064-2id
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/social-policy/inquiry-into-e-pet-077-25-access-to-11-12-atar-language-courses-in-2026#tab3031064-2id
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https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/public-hearings-schedule
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7. Updated list of Bilingual Playgroups in the ACT 

Playgroups are informal sessions where parents, carers, babies and children under school 
age come together in a relaxed and friendly environment to have fun and learn through play. 

There are 16 bilingual playgroups in Canberra covering 14 different languages. For an up-to-
date list with contact details see:  

• https://actbilingual.weebly.com/language-playgroups.html 

8. Main languages spoken at home by school-aged students in the ACT  

At the March meeting of the Canberra Languages Network, it was noted how useful it would 
be for language and broader educational policy and planning to have a better picture of the 
languages spoken at home by school-aged students in the ACT. Such data is collected for the 
annual ACT public school census but is not routinely collated or made available publicly.  

The ACT Education Directorate has advised that more detailed analysis work on the 
associated variables in the census is planned over the next couple of months to understand 
the best way to present this data with a view to publishing it in future.  

Meanwhile, an idea of the range of languages that ACT students at our public schools speak 
at home can be seen in the following table provided by the ACT Minister for Education in 
response to a Question on Notice in the ACT Legislative Assembly in March 2026.  

Language Backgrounds other than English (> 100 students, ACT government  schools 

Kindy to Yr 12 ) Main Language Spoken at Home (excluding English)   

 2023  2024 2025  

Mandarin  695  779 775 

Arabic  617 632 619 

Urdu  575 582 570 

Vietnamese  475 500 486 

Hindi  533 501 479 

Punjabi  387 411 437 

Bengali  331 303 304 

Nepali  235 259 303 

Malayalam  186 209 284 

Telugu  309 292 266 

Korean  246 251 231 

Spanish  247 242 230 

Tamil  214 201 203 

Gujarati  181 191 190 

Sinhalese  158 165 184 

French  192 190 180 

Cantonese  190 182  178 

Filipino  172 155 147 

Dari  136 129 147 

Indonesian  152 134 142 

Persian (excluding Dari)  140 135 131 

Dinka  130 133 127 

Japanese  121 116 113 

Thai  108 111 109 

Tagalog  122 122 107 

Electronic copy at: 
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/main_language_spoken_at_home_act_scho
ols_2023-2025.pdf 

https://actbilingual.weebly.com/language-playgroups.html
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/main_language_spoken_at_home_act_schools_2023-2025.pdf
https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/main_language_spoken_at_home_act_schools_2023-2025.pdf
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9. Call for proposals for activities at Immersia 2026 at the ANU  

The flagship festival of the ANU School of Culture History and Language, Immersia draws on 
ANU students, staff and the wider Canberra community to transform the ANU campus into a 
meeting place of languages, traditions and contemporary voices from across Asia and the 
Pacific (and beyond). 

• Monday 14 - Friday 25 September  

• Various venues on the ANU campus 

The coordinator is calling for ideas and proposals for workshops, performances, talks, games 
or other activities that inspire and involve audiences and showcase our multicultural and 
multilingual city. If you are interested, please contact Gouri at immersia.cap@anu.edu.au 

For more background and information about Immersia visit: https://immersia.anu.edu.au/ 

10 Some local opportunities to develop your language skills  

a) German with Das Zentrum  

Language classes for adults have just started for Term 2 

• For details see: https://www.daszentrum.org.au/language-classes 

Das Zentrum members also enjoy a variety of events and activities, including movie 
screenings, and can borrow books or magazines from the library  

• For more information visit https://www.daszentrum.org.au/ 

b) 2026 German Film Festival  

• Wednesday 6 – Wednesday 27 May  

• Palace Electric Cinema, New Acton, Canberra 

Program, prices and booking details at https://germanfilmfestival.com.au/ 

c) French with the Alliance Française in Canberra  

• Language classes for adults and children – Term 2 has just started!  

• Clubs, workshops and other activities and events thoughout the year  

For more information see: https://www.afcanberra.com.au/ 

d) Free Indonesian classes with the Indonesian Embassy 

Free fun Saturday morning classes for children aged 4-10 years and classes on various 
weekeday evenings for teenagers and adults.  

• 11 May – 30 June  

• Education and Cultural Attaché residence in O’Malley.  

• Places limited and registration required by Friday 8 May.  

For more information and to register: 

• for teenagers/adults: https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLScZa-5ss7Uw.../viewform 

• for children: https://docs.google.com/.../1FAIpQLSfFfIVWuuCpOs.../viewform  

• or email inacommunitylanguage@gmail.com 

e) Other opportunities to learn and practice language skills in the ACT  

• For adults: https://actbilingual.weebly.com/other-language-programs.html 

• For children: https://actbilingual.weebly.com/language-programs-for-children.html 

  

FEEDBACK AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES WELC;llOME 

Contact Mandy at languagesact@gmail.com  

https://immersia.anu.edu.au/
https://www.daszentrum.org.au/language-classes
https://www.daszentrum.org.au/
https://germanfilmfestival.com.au/
https://www.afcanberra.com.au/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZa-5ss7Uw-_6GLuG_YAoy13wFHhpRZjAz7aCO-EaOzb8FHA/viewform?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNnhiZTRhZlA3clNuaGhtVHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5DEjaJu5PSvciKCNhq4aTZuP4BHp-M11ebOBuRpJNAhOuVkW-rgTXcw8J0ew_aem_hj1tH0Dg2gKtgH-EJvPzKQ
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFfIVWuuCpOsVYE7oz8puyFa8CNbzIGd8dopXZ5pXm_ajOjw/viewform?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExNnhiZTRhZlA3clNuaGhtVHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5U5H1aIuYlne5ZWOwT-QxcnEFS40Qi9uTSepOlyfr9e16iUQfftGhYVVkvvQ_aem_-JiZTrHYiDHWTzYjjXRDig
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