CANBERRA REGION LANGUAGES FORUM
UPDATE
November 2025

CALL FOR ACTION

1. Voice your support for more choice for ACT students who want to study a language
at year 11 and 12 level

There is now an online petition calling on the ACT government to replicate the Year 11-12
ATAR language courses in 2026 within the ACT Education Directorate so that all ACT students
can continue studying their chosen language at the ATAR level.

Signing the petition will add your voice to calls to

e save a centrally delivered senior secondary language education program that has
been available in the ACT since 2017.

e bring the ACT into line with programs offered by education authorities in most
Australian states.

Petition available at https://epetitions.parliament.act.gov.au/details/e-pet-077-
25?fbclid=lwZXh0bgNhZWOCMTAAY nJpZBExS1hOWURpdINLaHFxR2hHUwEewJFaOKRF
XVNFV6b8aUODV-

oBamSYfY7EEzSC55YIZnplJWnjWBUPXYMOFJA aem taJxdCvwLUISKfGF5cAtgA

e Closing date: Tuesday 2 December

For a flyer with background information and other ways you can advocate to support the
program see https://www.cal.act.edu.au/docs/2025-10-17 How_you can_advocate v9.pdf

UPCOMING EVENTS

2. Heritage/Community Languages Education: New Directions

A conference for all teachers, pre-service teachers, researchers, lecturers and administrators
with an interest in languages education.

e 5pm-6pm Tuesdays and Thursdays 4 November-27 November

e Free and online
A variety of researchers will discuss issues such as assessment, inclusivity, leadership,

bilingualism, online learning, teachers’ professional learning, intercultural understanding,
entrepreneurship, learner engagement, and challenges in languages education.

¢ Full program: https://actbilingual.weebly.com/uploads/4/4/9/1/4491774/heritage-
community languages education new directions conference.pdf

e Registration:
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fuOzgnGBXUixCzja5-
OUqEIVvyVPylhLscHr2FzvPV1UQIAQUFdWS|RWROIIWTJdQRDNJRDESMOIFRS4u&

route=shorturl

More details available from Kati Varela at katiuska.varelabatista@sydney.edu.au
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3. France in the Pacific

e Friday 7 November, 6-8pm
¢ Alliance Frangaise de Canberra, McCaughey Street, Turner
e Cost $10 Members /$15 Non-members

o Glass of wine included in the ticket

A talk in English and French by five distinguished speakers discussing France’s diplomatic
framework in the Pacific, France—Australia relations, and the military and naval stakes for
France in the region.

Details and booking: htips://www.afcanberra.com.au/products/af-cafe-scientifique-france-in-
the-pacific/

For more information about events and activities organised by the Alliance Francgaise
www.afcanberra.com.au

4. Multilingual Poetry

An evening of poetry and spoken word celebrating some of the many languages spoken,
taught and being learned in Canberra

e Monday 10 November 7pm-9pm

e Smith's Alternative, Alinga Street Canberra City

e Tickets $10/$5
Feature poet: Shomit Basu. A young, aspiring Hindi poet who will explore his cultural heritage,

combining original poems, couplets, and shayaris in Hindi with English introductions for
context

Why not sign up for an OPEN MIC spot?

e Up to 4 minutes to read or recite a poem.

e No experience necessary, only the willingness to perform in a language other than
English, or a mix of English and non-English.

For more details: Mother Tongue — Multilingual Poetry Facebook page or email
mothertonguemic@gmail.com °

5. Japanese Film Festival

e Wednesday 12 — Tuesday 18 November
e Palace Electric, New Action
e Cost $25/$20

The Japanese Film Festival Australia (JFF) is presented by The Japan Foundation, Sydney.
2025 marks its 29th year. It started in 1997 with three free film screenings and is now one of
the largest celebrations of Japanese films in the world.

The 2025 festival features the latest and greatest films straight from the Japanese box office

e see program booklet at htips://japanesefiimfestival.net/wp-content/uploads/JFF2025-
Program-Booklet.pdf and

¢ more details and booking at https://japanesefiimfestival.net/program/
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6. Conference of Australian Institute of Interpreters and Translators (AUSIT)

e Thursday 20 November to Saturday 22 November
e Kambri Centre, Australian National University

The theme for this year’s conference is: Focusing on Engagement: with government, clients,
language communities and colleagues.

The AUSIT National Conference brings together translation and interpreting practitioners and
scholars with industry stakeholders from around Australia and beyond. It provides a dynamic
forum for exploring key issues in the field, fostering dialogue among professionals,
researchers and educators.

To register and for more details: https://ausit.org/38th-ausit-national-conference/

To find out more about AUSIT: https://ausit.org/about-us/

OTHER NEWS

7. Federal support for community languages education

The Australian Government is investing $25.6 million, over 4 years from 2025-26, to support
community language education through the Community Language Schools Grants Program.

Administered by the Department of Home Affairs, grants that will open soon fall under two
streams of the program:

Stream One for new and existing community lanquage schools.

This includes an Extension Round, an opportunity for community language schools that did
not receive funding under the previous Community Language Schools Grants Program, which
commenced in 2023-24

¢ More details at https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/news/extension-round

Stream Two — Fluency in Asian Languages

This will be delivered in two rounds to support more students to become fluent in Asian
languages through to years 11 and 12. The objectives are to develop initiatives that will
e support Australian secondary students to build fluency in an Asian language

e enhance Asian cultural and language literacy to take advantage of economic
opportunities in Australia’s region

e enable the participation of young Australians in a broader range of jobs in the global
market.

Organisations involved in or supporting language education in Australia will be eligible to apply
for this grant.

For more details see: https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/news/community-language-
schools-grant

e To register your interest in participating in an information session for this grant
opportunity email multiculturalgrants.collaboration@homeaffairs.gov.au.

Guidelines and other supporting documents for both streams will be published when the grants
are open for applications.

FEEDBACK AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE UPDATES WELCOME

Contact Mandy at languagesact@gmail.com
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